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PART I  
GENERAL 

ARTICLE 1  — ADMINISTRATION 

SECTION 101— GENERAL 
101.1 Title. This code shall be known as the UNIFORM FIRE 
CODE, may be cited as such, and will be referred to herein as “this 
code.” 

[For SFM] For the state of California, this code shall be known 
as the CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE, may be cited as such, and will be 
referenced to herein as “this code.” 

101.2  Scope. [for  SFM] and Application. 

101.2.1 Scope.  This code prescribes regulations consistent with 
nationally recognized good practice for the safeguarding to a 
reasonable degree of life and property from the hazards of fire 
explosion, and dangerous conditions arising from the storage, 
handling and use of hazardous materials and devices, and from 
conditions hazardous to life or property in the use or occupancy of 
buildings or premises and provisions to assist emergency response 
personnel. 

The provisions of this code shall supplement any and all laws 
relating to fire safety and shall apply to all persons without 
restriction, unless specifically exempted. 

The provisions of this code do not apply to off-site transportation 
of hazardous materials in accordance with DOT requirements. 

101.2.2  Applications and enforcing agency.  SFM-California 
State Fire Marshal. 
 
101.2.2.1  Application.  Any building or structure used or intended 
for use as an asylum, jail, mental hospital, hospital, home for the 
elderly, children’s nursery, children’s home or institution, school or 
any similar occupancy of any capacity. 

Any theater, dance hall, skating rink, auditorium, assembly hall, 
meeting hall, nightclub, fair building, or similar place of 
assemblage when 50 or more persons may gather together in a 
building, room or structure for the purpose of amusement, 
entertainment, instruction, deliberation, worship, drinking or 
dining, awaiting transportation, or education. 

Authority Cited-Health and Safety Code Section 13143. 

Reference-Health and Safety Code Section 13143, 1566.45, 
1531.3 and 1568.0832. 

Small Family Day-care Homes.  Authority Cited-Health and Safety 
Code Sections 1597.45, 1597.54,13143 and 17921. 

Reference -Health and Safety Code Section 13143. 

Large Family Day-care Homes  Authority Cited-Health and Safety 
Code Sections 1597.46,1597.54 and 17921. 

Reference-Health and Safety Code Section 13143. 

Residential Facilities and Residential Facilities for the Elderly 

Authority Cite-Health and Safety Code Section 13113, 13131.5 
and 13133. 

Reference-Health and Safety Code Section 13143 and 1569.72. 

Any state institution or other state-owned or state-occupied 
building. 

Authority Cited-Health and Safety Code Section 13108. 
Reference-Health and Safety Code Section 13143. 

High-Rise Structures.  Authority Cited-Health and Safety Code 
Section 13211. 

Reference-Health and Safety Code Section 13143. 
Motion Picture Production Studios  Authority Cited-Health and 
Safety Code Section 13143.1 

Reference-Health and Safety Code Section 13143. 
Organized Camps.  Authority Cited-Health and Safety Code Section 
18897.3 

Reference -Health and Safety Code Section 13143. 
All hotels, motels, lodging houses, apartment houses and 

dwellings, including congregate residences and buildings and 
structures accessory thereto.   

Multiple-story structures existing on January 1, 1975, let for 
human habitation, including and limited to, hotels, motels, 
apartment houses, less than 75 feet (22 860mm) above the lowest 
floor level having building access, wherein rooms, used for sleeping 
are let above the ground floor. 

Authority Cited- Health and Safety Code Sections 13143.2 and 
17921. 

Reference-Health and Safety Code Section 13143. 
Certified family-care homes, out-of-home placement facilities, 

halfway houses, drug and/or alcohol rehabilitation facilities and 
any building or structure used or intended for use as a home or 
institution for the housing of any person of any age when such 
person is referred to or placed within such home or institution for 
protection social care and supervision services by any governmental 
agency. 

Authority Cited -Health and Safety Code Section 13143.6 
Reference-Health and Safety Code Section 13143. 

Tents, awnings or other fabric enclosures used in connection with 
any occupancy. 

Authority Cited-Health and Safety Code Section 13116. 
Reference-Health and Safety Code Section 13143. 

Fire alarm devices, equipment systems, in connection with any 
occupancy. 

Authority Cited-Health and Safety Code Section 13114. 

Hazardous Materials. 
Authority Cited-Health and Safety Code Sections 13143.9 
Reference-Health and Safety Code, Sections 25531-25545. 

Flammable and combustible liquids. 
Authority Cited-Health and Safety Code Section 13143.6 

Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area. 
Authority Cited-Health and Safety Code Section 13143, 13108.5 

(a) and 18949.2 (b) and (c) and Government Code Section 51189. 
Reference-Health and Safety Code (H&SC) Section 13143 and 

Government Code (GC) Section 51176, 51177, 51178, and 51179 
and Public Resource Code Section 4201 through 4204. 
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101.2.2.2 Enforcing Agency.  Pursuant to Section 13146, Health 
and Safety Code, the responsibility for enforcement of building 
standards adopted by the state fire marshal and published in the 
California Building Standards Code relating to fire and panic  
safety and other regulations of the state fire marshal shall be as 
follows: 

1.  The city, county, or city and county jurisdiction in the area 
affected by the standard or regulation shall delegate the 
enforcement of  the building standards relating to fire and panic 
safety and other regulations of the state fire marshal as they relate 
to Group R, Division 3 dwellings as described in Section 310 of Part 
2 of the California Building Standards Code, to either of the 
following: 

  1.1 The chief of the fire authority of the city, county, or 
city and county, or authorized representative. 

  1.2 The chief building official of the city, county, or city 
and county or an authorized representative. 

  2.   The chief of any city or county fire department or of 
any fire protection district, and any authorized 
representative, shall enforce within its jurisdiction the 
building standards and other regulations of the state fire 
marshal, except those described in Section 101.2.2.2, Item 1 
or Item 4. 

  3.  The state fire marshal shall have the authority to 
enforce the building standards and other regulations of the 
state fire marshal in areas outside of corporate cities and 
districts providing fire protection services. 

  4.  The state fire marshal shall have the authority to 
enforce such building standards and other regulations of the 
state fire marshal in corporate and districts providing fire-
protection services on request of the chief fire official or the 
governing body. 

  5.  Any fee charged pursuant to the enforcement authority 
of this section shall not exceed the estimated reasonable cost 
of providing the service for which the fee is charged, 
pursuant to Section 66014 of the Government Code. 

101.3  Subjects Not Specifically Regulated by this Code. Where 
no applicable standards or requirements are set forth in this code, or 
contained within other laws, codes, regulations, ordinances or 
bylaws adopted by the jurisdiction, compliance with applicable 
standards of the National Fire Protection Association or other 
nationally recognized fire safety standards as are approved shall be 
deemed as prima facie evidence of compliance with the intent of this 
code. See also Section 9001.2. 

Nothing herein shall derogate from the power of the chief to 
determine compliance with codes or standards for those activities or 
installations within the chief’s jurisdiction or responsibility. 

101.4  Supplemental Rules and Regulations. The chief is 
authorized to render interpretations of this code and to make and 
enforce rules and supplemental regulations in order to carry out the 
application and intent of its provisions. Such interpretations, rules 
and regulations shall be in conformance with the intent and purpose 
of this code and shall be available to the public during normal 
business hours. 

101.5  Liability. The chief and other individuals charged by the 
chief with the control or extinguishment of any fire, the enforcement 
of this code or any other official duties, acting in good faith and 
without malice in the discharge of their duties, shall not thereby be 
rendered personally liable for any damage that may accrue to 
persons or property as a result of any act or by reason of any act or 
omission in the discharge of their duties. Any suit brought against 
the chief or such individuals because of such act or omission 
performed in the enforcement of any provision of such codes or 
other pertinent laws or ordinances implemented through the 

enforcement of this code or enforced by the code enforcement 
agency shall be defended by this jurisdiction until final termina-  
tion of such proceedings, and any judgment resulting therefrom 
shall be assumed by this jurisdiction. 

This code shall not be construed to relieve from or lessen the 
responsibility of any person owning, operating or controlling any 
building or structure for any damages to persons or property caused 
by defects, nor shall the code enforcement agency or its parent 
jurisdiction be held as assuming any such liability by reason of the 
inspections authorized by this code or any permits or certificates 
issued under this code. 

See also Section 103.3.2.1. 

101.6 Conflicting Provisions. Where there is a conflict between a 
general requirement and a specific requirement, the specific 
requirement shall be applicable. 

101.7 Severability. If any provision of this code or the application 
thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder 
of the code and the application of such provision to other persons or 
circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

101.8 References to Appendix. When this code references the 
appendix, the provisions in the appendix shall not apply unless 
specifically adopted. 

101.9 Amendments. When reference is made to a portion of this 
code or other applicable laws or ordinances, the reference applies to 
all amendments and additions now or hereafter made. 

SECTION 102 — RETROACTIVE APPLICATION TO 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 

102.1 Existing Conditions. The provisions of this code shall apply 
to conditions arising 180 days after the publication  thereof or at a 
later date as established by the California Building Standards  
Commission, conditions not legally in existence at the effective date 
of this code, and to conditions which, in the opinion of the chief, 
constitute a distinct hazard to life or property. See also Appendices 
1-A and 1-B. 

SECTION 103 — INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT 

103.1 General. 

103.1.1  Technical assistance. To determine the acceptability of 
technologies, processes, products, facilities, materials and uses 
attending the design, operation or use of a building or premises 
subject to the inspection of the department, the chief is authorized to 
require the owner or the person in possession or control of the 
building or premises to provide, without charge to the jurisdiction, a 
technical opinion and report. The opinion and report shall be 
prepared by a qualified engineer, specialist, laboratory or fire safety 
specialty organization acceptable to the chief and the owner and 
shall analyze the fire-safety properties of the design, operation or 
use of the building or premises and the facilities and appurtenances 
situated thereon, to recommend necessary changes. 

The chief is authorized to require design submittals to bear the 
stamp of a professional engineer. 

103.1.2  Alternate materials and methods. The chief is 
authorized to approve alternate materials or methods provided that 
the chief finds that the proposed design, use or operation 
satisfactorily complies with the intent of this code and that the 
method of work performed or operation is, for the purpose intended, 
at least equivalent to that prescribed in this code in quality, strength, 
effectiveness, fire resistance, durability and safety. Approvals under 
the authority herein contained shall be subject to the approval of the 
building official whenever the alternate material or method involves 
matters regulated by the Building Code. 
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ARTICLE 86A — REQUIREMENTS FOR WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE FIRE AREAS 

SECTION 8601A — GENERAL 

8601A.1 Scope. The mitigation of conditions where a wildfire burning 
in vegetative fuels may readily transmit fire to buildings and threaten 
to destroy life, overwhelm fire suppression capabilities, or result in 
large property losses shall comply with Article 86A and Article 86B. 
8601A.2 Purpose. The purpose of this code is to provide minimum 
standards to increase the ability of a building to resist the intrusion of 
flame or burning embers being projected by a vegetation fire and 
contributes to a systematic reduction in conflagration losses through 
the use of performance and prescriptive requirements. 
 
SECTION 8602A — DEFINITIONS 

8602A.1 General. For the purpose of Article 86A and Article 86B, 
certain terms are defined as follows: 

CDF DIRECTOR means the Director of the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. 

FIRE PROTECTION PLAN is a document prepared for a specific 
project or development proposed for a Wildland-Urban Interface Fire 
Area.  It describes ways to minimize and mitigate potential for loss 
from wildfire exposure. 

The Fire Protection Plan shall be in accordance with this Article.  
When required by the enforcing agency for the purposes of granting 
modifications, a fire protection plan shall be submitted.  Only locally 
adopted ordinances that have been filed with the California Building 
Standards Commission in accordance with Section 101.14 or the 
Department of Housing and Community Development in accordance 
with Section 101.15 shall apply. 

FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES are geographical areas 
designated pursuant to California Public Resources Codes Section 
4201 through 4204 and classified as Very High, High, or Moderate in 
State Responsibility Areas or as Local Agency Very High Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones designated pursuant to California Government Code 
Sections 51175 through 51189.  

The California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 1280 entitles 
the maps of these geographical areas as “Maps of the Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones in the State Responsibility Area of California.” 

LOCAL AGENCY VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY 
ZONE means an area designated by a local agency upon the 
recommendation of the CDF Director pursuant to Government Code 
Sections 51177(c), 51178 and 5118 that is not a state responsibility 
area and where a local agency, city, county, city and county, or 
district is responsible for fire protection. 

STATE RESPONSIBILITY AREA means lands that are classified 
by the Board of Forestry pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
4125 where the financial responsibility of preventing and suppressing 
forest fires is primarily the responsibility of the state. 

WILDFIRE is any uncontrolled fire spreading through vegetative 
fuels that threatens to destroy life, property, or resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code Section 4103 and 4104. 

WILDFIRE EXPOSURE is one or a combination of radiant heat, 
convective heat, direct flame contact and burning embers being 
projected by vegetation fire to a structure and its immediate 
environment. 

WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE FIRE AREA is a 
geographical area identified by the state as a “Fire Hazard Severity 
Zone” in accordance with the Public Resources Code Sections 4201 
through 4204 and Government Code Sections 51175 through 51189, 
or other areas designated by the enforcing agency to be at a 
significant risk from wildfires.  See Article 86B for the applicable 
referenced Sections of the Government Code and the Public 
Resources Code. 

 

SECTION 8603A — PLANS [RESERVED] 

 
SECTION 8604A — FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES 

8604A.1 General.  Lands in the state are classified by the CDF 
Director in accordance with the severity of wildfire hazard expected 
to prevail in those areas and the responsibility for fire protection, so 
that measures may be identified which will reduce the potential for 
losses to life, property, and resources from wildfire. 
8604A.2 Classifications. The CDF Director classifies lands into fire 
hazard severity zones in accordance with California Public 
Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204 for State Responsibility 
Areas and in accordance with Government Code Sections 51176 
through 51189 for areas where a local agency is responsible for fire 
protection. 
 

SECTION 8605A— WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE 
FIRE AREA 

8605A.1 General. Construction methods and requirements to 
mitigate wildfire exposure shall be applied within geographical 
areas where a wildfire burning in vegetative fuels may readily 
transmit fire to buildings and threaten to destroy life, overwhelm fire 
suppression capabilities, or result in large property losses. 

8605A.2 Construction Methods and Requirements within 
Established Limits.  Within the limits established by law, 
construction methods intended to mitigate wildfire exposure shall 
comply with the California Building Code Chapter 7A, Article 86A, 
and Article 86B. 
8605A.3 Establishment of Limits.  The establishment of limits for 
the Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area’s required construction 
methods shall be designated pursuant to the California Public 
Resources Code for State Responsibility areas or by a local agency 
following a finding supported by substantial evidence in the record 
that the requirements of this Section are necessary for effective fire 
protection within the area. 
 

SECTION 8606A — VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 
[RESERVED] 

 
SECTION 8607A — DEFENSIBLE SPACE [RESERVED]  
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ARTICLE 86B — MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION METHODS FOR EXTEROIR WILDFIRE 
EXPOSURE 

SECTION 8601BSECTION 8601B — SCOPE, PURPOSE AND 
APPLICATION 

8601B.1 Scope. This Article applies to building materials, systems 
and/or assemblies used in the exterior design and construction of 
new buildings located within a Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area 
as defined in Article 86A. 
8601B.2 Purpose. The purpose of this Article is to establish 
minimum standards for the protection of life and property by 
increasing the ability of a building located in any Fire Hazard 
Severity Zone within State Responsibility Areas or any Wildland-
Urban Interface Fire Area to resist the intrusion of flame or 
burning embers projected by a vegetation fire and contributes to a 
systematic reduction in conflagration losses. 
8601B.3 Application. New buildings located in any Fire Hazard 
Severity Zone within State Responsibility Areas or any Wildland-
Urban Interface Fire Area designated by the enforcing agency for 
which an application for a building permit is submitted on or after 
December 1, 2005, shall comply with the following Sections: 

1. 8604B.1 Roofing 
2. 8604B.2 Attic Ventilation 

8601B.4 Alternates for materials, design, tests, and methods of 
construction. The enforcing agency is permitted to modify the 
provisions of this chapter for site-specific conditions in accordance 
with the California Building Code Section 104.2.7.  When required 
by the enforcing agency for the purposes of granting modifications, 
a fire protection plan shall be submitted in accordance with the 
Articles 86A and 86B. 
 

SECTION 8602B — DEFINITIONS 

8602B.1 For the purposes of this Article, certain terms are defined 
in Article 86A. 
 
SECTION 8603B — STANDARDS OF QUALITY 
[RESERVED] 

 
SECTION 8604B – MATERIALS, SYSTEMS AND 

METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION 

8604B.1 Roofing. 
8604B.1.1 General. Roofs shall comply with the requirements of 
Article 86B and the California Building Code, Chapter 15.  Roofs 
shall have a roofing assembly installed in accordance with its listing 
and the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 
8604B.1.2 Roof Coverings. Where the roof profile allows a space 
between the roof covering and roof decking, the spaces shall be 
constructed to prevent the intrusion of flames and embers, be fire-
stopped with approved materials or have one layer of No. 72 ASTM 
cap sheet installed over the combustible decking. 
8604B1.3 Roof Valleys. When provided, valley flashings shall be not 
less than 0.016-inch (0.41 mm) (No. 28 galvanized sheet gage) 
corrosion-resistant metal installed over a minimum 36 inches (914 
mm) wide underlayment consisting of one layer of No. 72 ASTM cap 
sheet running the full length of the valley. 
8604B.1.4 Roof Gutters. Roof gutters shall be provided with the 
means to prevent the accumulation of leaves and debris in the gutter. 

8604B.2 Attic Ventilation. 
8604B.2.1 General. When required by the California Building Code, 
Chapter 15, roof and attic vents shall resist the intrusion of flame and 
embers into the attic area of the structure, or shall be protected by 
corrosion resistant, non-combustible wire mesh with ¼ inch (6 mm) 
openings or its equivalent. 
8604B.2.2 Eave or Cornice Vents. Vents shall not be installed in 
eaves and cornices. 

EXCEPTION: Eave and cornice vents may be used provided 
they resist the intrusion of flame and burning embers into the 
attic area of the structure. 

8604B.3 Exterior walls. [RESERVED] 
8604B.4 Decking, Floors and Underfloor Protection. [RESERVED] 
 

SECTION 8605B — ANCILLARY BUILDINGS AND 
STRUCTURES [RESERVED] 
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HISTORY NOTE APPENDIX 
CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE 

(Title 24, Part 9, California Code of Regulations)

For prior history, see the History Note Appendix to the California 
Fire Code 1998 Triennial Edition Published in December 1998 
and effective July 1, 1999. 

1. (DSA/SS 2/01) Adoption of necessary structural safety 
amendments to the 1998 California Building Code (CCR Title 24, 
Part 2) for public schools, community colleges and state-owned   
or state-leased essential services buildings.  Approved by the 
Building Standards commission on September 25, 2001 and  
effective on November 1, 2002. 

2.  (OSHPD 2.01) adoption of the material and structural        
standards of the 1997 Uniform Building Code with necessary 
amendments (CCR, Title 24, Part 2) for hospital buildings and 
correctional treatment centers.   Approved by the Building     
Standards Commission on September 25th and effective on     
November 1, 2002 

3. (HCD 1/01) Adoption of amendments to the California     
Building Code (CCR, Title 24, Part 2) for hotels, motels, lodging 
houses, apartment houses, dwellings, employee housing, factory 
built housing, and permanent buildings and accessory buildings  
in mobile home parks and special occupancy parks.  Approved by 
the Building Standards Commission on November 28, 2001 and 
effective on November 1, 2002. 

4. (SFM 1/01) Adoption of various amendments to the fire and 
panic safety standards in the California Building Code (CCR, 
Title 24, Part 2) for State Fire Marshal regulated occupancies.  
Approved by the Building Standards Commission on November 
28, 2001 and effective on November 1, 2002. 

5. (SFM EF 4/02) Amend various sections of Part 9.  Approved as 
emergency by the California Building Standards Commission on 

May 2, 2002 and filed with the Secretary of State on May 3, 2002.  
Effective July 1, 2002. 

6. (SFM EF 4/02) Amend various sections of Part 9. Approved as 
permanent by the California Building Standards Commission on 
September 18, 2002 and filed with the Secretary of State on   
September 19, 2002.  Effective September 19, 2002. 

7. (SFM EF 01/03) Senate Bill 1896 Bedridden Clients in 
Residential Care Facilities – Repealed emergency expired on 
January 8, 2004. 

8. (SFM EF 01/04) Senate Bill 1896 Bedridden Clients in 
Residential Care Facilities.  Amend various sections of the 
California Fire Code and the California Building Code.  Approved 
on an emergency basis by the California Building Standards 
Commission on November 18, 2004, effective November 22, 
2004. 

9.  (SFM EF 01/04) Senate Bill 1896 Bedridden Clients in 
Residential Care Facilities.  Amend Sections 102.2.2; 203-B; 216-
O, Group R, Division 2; 1006.2.9.1.7; and 1006.2.9.3.1.  
Approved as permanent by the Building Standards Commission 
on March 16, 2005.  

10. (SFM EF 01/05) Assembly Bill 1216 Wildland/Urban 
Interface Fire Protection Areas.  Add Matrix Tables for Articles 
86A and 86B, amend Section 101.2.2 and add Articles 86A and 
86B to Part 9.  Approved on an emergency basis by the California 
Building Standards Commission on May 18, 2005, effective 
December 1, 2005.  

 

 

 


